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Egypt: Alexandria Chosen to Host ICOM

General Conference in 2022

2022 Galial

Alexandria has been selected to host the
International Council of Museums (ICOM) General
Conference in 2022 for the first time, beating bids
from Prague and Oslo. Alexandria was chosen in an
election by the ICOM Board of Executives on 8"
June 2018 at the ICOM headquarters in the
UNESCO building in Paris. Alexandria won with 67
votes versus 52 votes for Prague and 11 for Oslo.
Alexandria is the first city in Africa and the Arab
world to host the event. Approximately 5000
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http://www.aljazeera.net/home/getpage/4f51f922-997b-4db4-a88c-158034f501b4/ad239cd7-580c-46ba-be37-57a5fae85329
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http://www.aljazeera.net/home/getpage/37c0a303-0881-4323-898f-4d28bb5b7cd8/ac7b3c78-ff56-451a-8b39-8e2a399a87a4

people from 120 different countries are expected
to attend, including officials, reporters, media
personalities, and experts in a variety of fields.
Alexandria is home to numerous important
museums, including the Mahmoud Saeed
Museum, the Calligraphy Museum, the Museums
of Fine Arts Sector, the Alexandria Center of the
Arts, and others, in addition to three museums
which are affiliated to Alexandria University.
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Sudan: The Ministry of Culture Integrates
Documentation of Sudanese Heritage Within

National Strategy Cultural Policy—Making
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At the beginning of June 2018, the National
Council for Cultural Heritage and the Promotion of
Indigenous Languages held a symposium on the
framework of the World Day for Cultural Diversity,
in coordination and cooperation with the Institute
of African and Asian Studies of the University of
Khartoum.

The event indicated the Sudanese Ministry of
Culture's effort to cooperate with other
independent bodies such as the Institute for
African and Asian Studies. The two parties can
work together to gather and document Sudanese
heritage, as Dr Asad Abdelrahman Awdallah
pointed out at the inaugural meeting. Dr Awdallah
said that the collection, documentation, and study
of Sudanese heritage will lead to a greater general
understanding of Sudan and would guide the
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http://www.aljazeera.net/home/getpage/37c0a303-0881-4323-898f-4d28bb5b7cd8/0d6890c3-ef58-41af-90f0-28f5e26fce1f

development of cultural, educational and
economic policies.

The symposium saw the presentation of several
scientific papers by a number of experts from the
Ministry of Culture, each of them sharing their
wealth of experience in gathering information on

and documenting heritage and national languages.

Other areas of focus included documentation of
heritage and language in Blue Nile region, a series
of studies on Sudanese heritage, traditional music
in Sudan, and researcher At-Tayeb Mohammad at-
Tayeb's experience in field collection.
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Jordan: New Minister of Culture Receives

Mixed Response
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Novelist Basma el-Nsour has been appointed as
the new Minister of Culture in a newly cabinet
formed following popular protests over a number
of issues including new proposals for income tax
and which saw the resignation of Prime Minister
Hani Mulki.

Ms el-Nsour, who holds an undergraduate degree
in law, is the author of six published short story
collections and two plays. She has been a
published Arabic journalist since 1990 and is the
editor-in-chief of Tyche, a magazine focused on
creative women.

Critics of the appointment said that Ms el-Nsour’s
creative output did not qualify her for the post,
adding that she had previously been dismissed
from working at the Greater Amman Municipality.
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Supporters said that Ms el-Nsour was experienced
in cultural work and knows the field extremely
well.

A statement published on the el-Nsour tribe
Facebook page on 16 June 2018 threatened legal
action and “other responses,” to anyone who
criticised the appointment.

Basma el-Nsour was born in Zarga in 1960. After
receiving her license to practice law, she worked as
a lawyer, serving on the administrative board of
the Jordanian Writers’ Association. She also
practiced in support of Jordanian women in the
sector and, shortly before her appointment as
editor-in-chief of Tyche (which is published by the
Greater Amman Municipality), she became a
member of the Arab Writers Union. She is a
member of the Jordan Bar Association and also
participated in the 18" Conference for Arab
Writers in Amman in 1991, the 215t Conference for
Arab Writers in Morocco in 1996, and the Arab
Literature Conference in Damascus in 1996.
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Saudi Arabia & UAE: The Message Permitted to
Screen After 42-Year Ban

Forty-two years after its ban, The Message played
in Saudi and Emirati cinemas over the Eid holidays.
The film was directed by the late Moustapha
Akkad.

The film is playing in Saudi Arabia following the
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1985764094831647&set=a.366840670057339.85213.100001942286634&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1985764094831647&set=a.366840670057339.85213.100001942286634&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1985764094831647&set=a.366840670057339.85213.100001942286634&type=3&theater

recent lift of the general ban on cinemas in the
country. The film tells the story of the spread of
Islam in the Arabian Peninsula and was banned in
the UAE and other countries in 1976 on the
accusation that it depicts companions of the
Prophet Mohammad.

Akkad, who lost his life in a terrorist attack on a
hotel in Amman in 2005, had created two versions
of the film: the first, in Arabic, starred Abdallah
Ghayth. The second, in English, starred Anthony
Quinn.
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Tunisia: Copyright and Cultural Work

Management Training
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Under the patronage of the Minister of Culture,
Tunisia hosted a regional training forum for
cultural managers from 19th-21% June 2018. The
General Directorate for Cultural Action (DGAC)
organised the forum which was run by Organisme
Tunisien des Droits d'Auteur et des Droits Voisons
(Tunisian Organization for Copyright and Affiliated
Rights) in Bizerte with the aim of empowering
cultural actors and groups and expanding their
capabilities with regard to maintaining ownership
of literary and artistic property.

Participants took part in training sessions on the
drafting of technical contracts and copyright
documents and the legal limits and obligations of
exhibition organisers. They also attended
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presentations on copyright and participated in
sessions focusing on communication with
traditional and electronic media and maximising
public reach.
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Bahrain: UNESCO Meeting to Update World

Heritage List
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UNESCO’s 42nd session of the World Heritage
Committee was held in Manama, the capital of
Bahrain, to nominate additional locations to the
World Heritage List. The meetings were held from
June 24™ until July 4, 2018 and included three
main axes: Nominations for inclusion of new sites
in the UNESCO World Heritage List; conservation
of locations on the List of World Heritage in
Danger; and a number of other issues relating to
the implementation of the World Heritage
Convention.

As always, the committee consisted of 21
countries party to the Convention on the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, elected by the General Assembly of the
States Parties to the Convention.

The committee discussed the files of some thirty
cultural and natural sites around the world. Arab
nominees included Al-Ahsa Oasis, Oman’s ancient
city of Qalhat, and the UAE’s Dubai Creek.
Internationally, nominees included Medina
Azahara, which went back to the Islamic age in
Spain, hidden Christian sites in Japan’s Nagasaki
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area, a Victorian-style complex in India, and the
funeral sites and memorials for the victims of the
First World War on the western front between
Belgium and France.

Ll I Daddlall Copal) Lol 2 )SH Cauaill
g Sl Gy Ayl

Libya: Third Cultural Radio Broadcast from
Sirte
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Sirte Cultural Radio has launched in Sirte, Libya,
following pilot broadcasting which spread out over
the past few months.

The radio station belongs to the Government of
National Accord’s General Authority for Culture. It
is the third specialized cultural radio station in
Libya to follow the same body after the Libya
Cultural Radio in the city of Misurata, which was
founded in 2014, and Ramadan FM in 2013.

For sixty years, Libya broadcast a single radio
channel, which the former regime, toppled in
2011, controlled.

These emerging radios focus on educating Libyan
citizens, enriching dialogue, contributing to
development and renewal, and trying to break out
of the state of chaos and violence ravaging the
country.

It should be noted that the first cultural radio
station was established in Cairo in 1957 and
presented more than 900 works of Arab and
Western theater classics, and the equivalent in
critical intellectual, philosophical, historical,
literary, poetry, and musical programs.
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Arab Decade for Cultural Right 2027 Launches
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Standing Committee on Arab Culture meetings
held at the headquarters of the Arab League
Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization
(ALECSO) in Tunis concluded on June 22" and June
237, 2018.

The meetings included the approval of the
agreement of the Arab Decade for Cultural Right,
which runs from 2018 to 2027, the adoption of a
draft resolution protecting Palestinian cultural
heritage, the Online Portal of Cultural Heritage in
the Arab World, the drafting of a charter for the
protection of cultural heritage in Arab countries,
the Arab Strategy for Theater Development, and
the cultural heritage targeted in Arab countries
with security issues.

The Arab Decade for the Cultural Right document,
according to the two communities, aims to create
a framework for joint Arab action to support
collective and individual human rights in
intellectual and artistic research and creative
production through culture, and employing it in
the development and support of economic growth
through the development of creative industries
and facilitating the exchange of creative
intellectual products.

Note that the document is non-legally binding; it is
invoked by Arab countries for the purpose of joint
cooperation in various cultural affairs.
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Studies and Research

Giladly clu




Study — What Explains Marginalizing

Engagement with the Humanities, Social
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Studies, and the Arts in the Arab world?

Researcher Ahmad Obaidat wrote this study,
which was published for the first time in May in
Issue 24 of Tabuyyan, a quarterly magazine from
the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
which deals of thought, philosophy, criticism and
cultural studies.

To read the study in Arabic, please click here.
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Culture Resource

*aslail elwbudl® (@9laill 3)gall polp jUal yrasd dupell ddkioll (g dAslail eobwlul @3¢0 uuwli a5
The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” programme led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thagafy)
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