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Iraq: Thousands of Ancient Artefacts Retrieved
from America
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On Wednesday 2" May 2018, the United
States of America returned approximately 3800
ancient artefacts, including Sumerian
cuneiform tablets dating back to 2100 BC, to
Iraqi officials in Washington D.C. after they
were illegally smuggled out of Iraq to US
retailer Hobby Lobby.

According to Reuters, officials from US
Immigration and Customs Enforcement handed
the artefacts over to Iraqi Ambassador Fareed
Yasseen at his residence in Washington D.C.
Hobby Lobby, an arts and crafts retailer based
in Oklahoma City, agreed to return the artefacts
in July 2017. It also paid $3 million to settle
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civil proceedings issued by the US Department
of Justice.

The artefacts included.. To read more, pleas
click here.
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Lebanon: Beirut Pride Shut Down by Authorities
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Lebanese authorities shut down remaining
Beirut Pride events two days after celebrations
began on 12" May 2018. Originally scheduled
to run until 20" May, Beirut Pride promised a
collection of social, cultural, and artistic
events, including some for the International
Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and
Biphobia on 171" May.

Zoukak Theatre was scheduled to host an
Arabic theatre reading of a French play on May
14", The play, which is composed of a series of
anecdotes, recounts a number of cases of
homophobia-driven crimes.

According to a statement published on Zoukak
Theatre’s Facebook page, “Security forces
arrived at the theatre and asked us to cancel the
performance because it hadn’t been submitted
to the censorship office. After negotiations
which lasted hours, the organisers agreed to
cancel the performance. They then cancelled
Beirut Pride, which was particularly surprising
to us because both Zoukak Theatre and Beirut
Pride agreed to the initial cancellation request’.
To read more, please click here.
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https://www.facebook.com/BeirutPride/
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Egypt: Supreme Council for Media Regulation
Enforces New Standards for TV Series
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In May 2018, just before the beginning of
Ramadan, the Supreme Council for Media
Regulation in Egypt ushered in new rules on
what is permissible to screen on Egyptian
television over Ramadan in hopes of
combating “impropriety.”

A watchdog will monitor all television shows
and programmes, issuing fines of up to EGP
250,000 ($14,000). To read more, please click
here.
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Algeria: First Art Market Launches with
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Government Sponsorship

In the first half of May 2018, the Algerian

[ e e sV ol DS i) g8 B8l 535 caads



http://www.arabcp.org/page/994
http://www.arabcp.org/page/992
http://www.arabcp.org/page/1002
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Ministry of Culture held its inaugural “Spring
of Arts” by launching its first art market.

The event, held at the Palace of Culture in the
capital, featured more than 500 works by 180
painters and sculptors from across Algeria.
The government saw the “Spring of Arts”
initiative as a means of involving
businesspeople, economists, and governmental
institutes in the promotion and creation of a
market for art in Algeria.

However, a number of participating and non-
participating artists agreed that.. To read more,
please click here.
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Cultural Policy Program News
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Iraq: Graffiti adorns the streets of Baghdad
following new initiative from the ARCP in Iraq
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The National Group for Cultural Policy in Iraq
launched a new initiative in May 2018 entitled
“Elect Your Candidate.” The initiative was
created by Husam Alsarray, designed by
Reyadh Ziyer, and executed by a team of
exemplary artists.

Shortly before parliamentary elections were
held, a group of artists produced ten works of
graffiti in the streets of Baghdad in an effort to
engage with all citizens in different areas of the
city. The work dealt with the ideas which the
group considered important for Iraqi citizens to
keep in mind when choosing their candidates
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/995
http://www.arabcp.org/page/1003

for the next parliament, with the following
examples: “lect a candidate who hasn’t traded
in religion”; “Elect a candidate who hasn’t
robbed the country”; “Elect a candidate who is
opposed to spreading arms in the country”; and
“Elect a candidate who will ensure that women
are partners in building this country”.
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Discussion panel and dialogue on Syrian
Individual arts and Production Mechanisms
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n the 26th of May 2018, according to the
Cultural Priorities in Syria, and in cooperation
with members of the National Group for
Cultural ~ Policies in  Syria, Ettijahat-
Independent Culture has organized an open
panel discussion on an exploratory paper
entitled Syrian Individual arts and Production
Mechanisms (Theater and Novel as Models). It
is a study based on an extensive interview with
Dr. Marie Elias.

The paper explores questions about the
mechanisms of writing theatrical and narrative
texts, whether resulting from individual work
or workshops. It also discusses the process of
writing and its relationship with donor
institutions and funds, and in the later
relationship with existing publishing houses, as
the case of dedicated writers.

To read research paper in Arabic Click Here.
Dr. Marie Elias atteneded the meeting which
took place in the Ettijahat’s office along with..
To read more, please click here.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z66L_ViZGwliff0WPs_3B6zpEM1YuECD/view
http://www.arabcp.org/page/997
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/1005
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Arab Cultural Policies — for whom? By Basma

El Husseiny
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Current issues in artistic and literary creativity
in the Arab region”
Published in Jadaliyya on 15 February 2018

Basma El Husseiny — December 2017

The term ‘cultural policies’ could be defined in several
ways, but for the purpose of this article, I will use the
most common one: namely those measures, actions, and
laws made by governments and public, private, or civil
organisations to organise, support, and promote artistic
and cultural production and the cultural resources and
heritage of certain countries. This definition also
includes those measures, actions, and laws designed to
restrict, prohibit, threaten or endanger cultural creativity,
production, resources and heritage. In this sense of the
term, we can agree that all Arab countries have cultural
policies; yet the term has not been used widely, and is

rarely used in official documents, before 2010.

Al Mawred Al Thaqafy (Culture Resource) has been a
pioneering organisation in this regard in the Arab region.

In 2009, it launched a programme in association with the
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European Cultural Foundation to monitor cultural
policies in eight Arab countries. The programme was
initially based on the compendium model designed and
used by the European Institute for Comparative Cultural
Research (ERICarts), which provides an outline for
monitoring cultural policies in Europe; later expanding
to other countries. Al Mawred Al Thaqafy has
endeavoured to adapt the model for application in Arab
countries and train researchers to do so. The initial result
was a book entitled Cultural Policies in Algeria, Egypt,
Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, and
Tunisia, published in 2010 by Boekman Foundation in
the Netherlands, in association with Al Mawred Al
Thaqafy and the European Cultural Foundation. The
Arabic version was published by Egyptian publisher
Sharqiyyat and edited by Hanane Hajj Ali. The book was
the result of one year's monitoring and was the first book

about cultural policies in the region ever to be published.

After both versions were published, Al Mawred Al
Thaqafy (Culture Resource) continued its work towards
developing Arab cultural policies, and it organized the
first conference on cultural policies in the Arab region in
Beirut in June 2010. The conference resulted in the
formation of working groups to develop cultural policies
in several Arab countries. In December 2012, the
organization held another conference in Cairo:
‘Independent Culture for Democracy”. The conference
hosted more than 120 artists, academics, and cultural
activists from Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia,
Libya, Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon,
Yemen, Iraq, and Kuwait. The conference concluded
with several recommendations, most notably that the
cultural sector should participate and even lead
processes of social and political change and that new
cultural policies that seek to democratize and

decentralize culture.
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These efforts, combined with the work of other
international and civil organisations that support cultural
policy development, led to the prioritisation of cultural
policy as a theme in discussions concerning the reform
of the cultural establishment in Arab countries. Between
2010 and 2015, there were major developments in the

cultural policies of several Arab countries.

In Algeria, ‘a group of young cultural actors proposed,
for the first time in the country's history, a document on
Algerian cultural policies developed by the civil society.
It was announced in 2013 after two years of open
discussions despite the restrictions imposed on them by
the authorities. This confrontation between the state and
civil society resulted in the official establishment
capitulating to many of the ideas presented by civil
society, even in indirect ways, such as the late
ratification of the UNESCO convention of 2005."2

To read more, please click here.
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The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” programme led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thagafy)
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2 Letter from Habiba Alaoui, poet and academic, member of the Algerian cultural policy group, in response to my questions in

July 2017.
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