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Lebanon: Ancient Statues Stolen During Civil
War Retrieved
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The Lebanese Ministry of Culture has announced

that from February 2017 the National Museum in
Beirut will be exhibiting five antique marble
statues which were stolen during the Lebanese
Civil War.

Three of the statues were recovered from the
United States through the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York, one was retrieved from
Germany, and the last was found at the Port of
Tripoli in Lebanon. All the statues date back to the
5% and 6™ centuries BC; they were originally
discovered during excavation projects in Sidon
between 1963 and 1978 before being moved to a
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storage facility in Byblos, where they went missing
in 1981.

Over 500 documented artifacts have been stolen
over the course of modern Lebanese history; very
few of these have ever been recovered.
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Egypt: Zawya Cinema Continues Screening The
Insult despite Protests
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Egypt’s Zawya Cinema continued to screen Ziad
Doueiri’s film The Insult throughout February 2018
despite a boycott movement in Egypt. Protestors
have accused Doueiri, the director, of “normalising
relations with Zionist authorities” as parts of
Doueiri’s previous work, The Attack, were filmed in
Israel with Israeli cooperation and technical
assistance — a move viewed as unacceotable by
BDS (Boycott, Divestment, & Sanctions) groups in
Lebanon, Palestine, Tunisia, and Egypt. Rami
Sha’ath, a BDS spokesperson, responded to Zawya
Cinema’s statement on the matter by saying that
boycotting Doueiri’s work would serve as
“punishment.” The Zawya statement explains its
decision to keep screening the film, writing, “A
cornerstone of the BDS strategy is that it does not
target individuals.. To read more, please click here.
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https://www.facebook.com/zawyacinema/posts/1705044332895254
https://www.facebook.com/zawyacinema/posts/1705044332895254
https://www.facebook.com/zawyacinema/posts/1705044332895254
http://www.arabcp.org/page/954
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Egypt: The Egyptian Actors’ Syndicate Reviews
Regulations on Dancing in Public Venues
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In February 2018, the Egyptian Actors’ Syndicate
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/947

announced it would be reviewing the rules
governing dancing in public venues in Egypt, both
for citizens and foreigners. To perform, dancers
must be members of the syndicate and receive
permission from qualifying bodies at the Supreme
Council of Culture and a license from the Ministry
of Culture which specifies the permitted public
venue.

A guideline to what clothing dancers are permitted
to wear (specifying what parts of the body must
remain covered) has also been published. A list of
additional specifications is attached.

The change in law followed the recent arrest of a
Russian dancer who was accused of “incitement to
immorality” because of her outfit.
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Sudan: Joint Projects Follow Digitisation of
Sudanese Heritage

On 12™ and 13™ 2018, the Sudanese Ministry of
Culture conducted a workshop entitled “Casting
Light on the Convention for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003 and its
Execution in Kordofan and the Blue Nile”. The
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workshop is part of a collaboration between the
Ministry of Culture, UNESCO, and the Institute of
African and Asian Studies, with several activist
groups and individuals in Sudan involved.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Culture is also working
to digitise the country’s heritage through the
National Culture Programme, led by the National
Integrated Group, which comprises Africa City of
Technology (part of the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research), the National
Records Office, the University of Khartoum, and
the University of Sudan in addition to the British
Council (which is supporting the project), the
University of Liverpool, and the University of
London.

D) e A5l 03 35,2018 by /Ll 13512
A e 8y sSaigll dalaieg A8EN B35 (e Gslad
Oe e AU AsansV g A 81 Sl all 2gas

Zila) il eVl G Ghgad) b sl il
LAY ehaal) (e de gaaa )

& AR 8lyg Jand clgusds LAY bl AT 3L by
S g piall' yie Sl Lagsg i) e Glagad)

i g ALelSiall Al e sanall o35 (g3 " ksl
Gandly o) aabaill )50 Fasl Gum sl i€l Lo il Aisna
Olagadly ashall Jxalag dulagud) @GSN lag alell
S Galaall ) ALYL celpal) (e degane ye
cdsprly Ol Jimalag (goall aely) Slasyll

Jordan: Economic and Social Council Publishes
Its Vision for Culture in Jordan
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Jordan’s Economic and Social Council (ESC), an
advisory group created in 2007 to provide non-
constitutionally binding advice to the Jordanian
cabinet, recently published a paper entitled
Culture in Jordan: The Crisis and Prospects for
Development and Change.

The 19-page paper diagnoses the level to which
cultural life in Jordan is in decline, criticising the
lack of a national programme concerned with
progress and the country's transition towards what
it described as a 'production society and
knowledge economy'. The paper stated that
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http://www.esc.jo/Documents/7e934aee-21d4-42fd-9485-3253c3b246f9.pdf
http://www.esc.jo/Documents/7e934aee-21d4-42fd-9485-3253c3b246f9.pdf
http://www.esc.jo/Documents/7e934aee-21d4-42fd-9485-3253c3b246f9.pdf
http://www.esc.jo/Documents/7e934aee-21d4-42fd-9485-3253c3b246f9.pdf

economic or social success — or indeed any sort of
advancement — cannot occur without cultural
development that adheres to scientifically-tested
and planned methodologies. The paper also
pointed at a detrimental shift in Jordanian society
towards deeper conservatism, accompanied by a
deepened contempt for literature and the arts.
Among the paper’s recommendations were the
importance of creating a survey of contemporary
culture in Jordan, including the monitoring of
facilities, infrastructure, and cultural institutions,
and a survey of cultural values in Jordanian society.
The paper also emphasised the importance of
developing models for financing art by creating
and sustaining funds to support culture and art by
encouraging and facilitating collaboration between
the private and public sectors.

A recent article by Mahmoud Munir in New Arab
states: “The most important step outlined in the
paper is the creation and support of culture
through.. To read more, please click here.
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Cultural Policy Program News
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Seventh Annual Arab Cultural Policies Group
(ARCP) Meeting in Beirut
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https://www.alaraby.co.uk/culture/2017/12/25/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%87%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B1%D8%A4%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/culture/2017/12/25/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%87%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B1%D8%A4%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9
http://www.arabcp.org/page/950
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/culture/2017/12/25/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%87%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B1%D8%A4%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9
http://www.arabcp.org/page/957

Al Mawred Al Thagafy hosted the seventh ARCP
group meeting on 13" and 14" January 2018 in
Beirut.

The meeting brought together a number of
cultural activists from national policy groups in
several Arab countries, including Syria, Lebanon,
Palestine, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, Morocco, Algeria,
Mauritania, and Tunisia.

The meeting aimed to assess the work of national
cultural policy groups and discuss the challenges
faced by these groups in several Arab countries. It
also included training in cultural policy advocacy
and group work on the UNESCO Convention on the
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions 2005 as means of entering
cultural policy work. The meeting was part of the
Cultural Policy in the Arab Region programme,
launched by Al Mawred Al Thagafy in 2009 to
create a database to support planning and cultural
cooperation in the region, in addition to
introducing mechanisms to develop cultural
systems in Arab countries.
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Research and Reports
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Cultural Mobility Funding Guide for Artists and
Cultural Professionals — Africa
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ART MOVES AFRICA ~ Research
THE BRITISH COUNCIL - Support
ON THE MOVE ~ Coordination

Second Edition ~ January 2018

Art Moves Africa, the British Council and On the
Move released the 2018 edition of the Cultural
Mobility Funding Guide for Artists and Cultural
Professionals — Africa.

The main objective of this cultural mobility funding
guide is to provide an overview of the funding
bodies and programmes that support the
international mobility of artists and cultural
operators from Africa and travelling to Africa. It
also aims to provide input for funders and policy
makers on how to fill the existing gaps in funding
for international cultural exchange. In so doing, it
hopes to contribute to the development of a more
efficient and fair funding system that can ensure
more sustainable support of cultural mobility to
and from Africa. A total of 128 funding
organisations and 195 funding schemes related to
Africa are listed in this guide.

The impetus for this guide follows from the
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http://artmovesafrica.org/
https://www.britishcouncil.org/
http://on-the-move.org/
http://en.unesco.org/creativity/global-report-2018
http://artmovesafrica.org/
https://www.britishcouncil.org/
http://on-the-move.org/
http://on-the-move.org/

recommendations detailed in the UNESCO Global
Report 2018 on the implementation of the 2005
Convention on the diversity of cultural
expressions. Specifically, the report highlights the
importance of fostering fairer access to funding
opportunities for artists and cultural workers in
the Global South.

To download the guide, please click here.

plad R el o5 Al 2 Jsa 2018 allal)

b calaty) duaal e dI3aat ol €5 .2005

Jsa & sl culelly culiall Qigaill ad ) Jgeasll
csllall sl

s Jaaal) sy ool Loyl

° e
EUROPEAN L4

@
FOUNDAT N mimeto

e Gl
Ettijahat

Culture Resource

*auslai ebwbudl® (@9l 3jgall polp jUal yrasd dupell ddkiall (g Aslail eobwludl &3¢0 (puuwli a5
The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” programme led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thagafy)
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