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Mauritania: First National Theatre Festival in
Mauritania
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On Tuesday 16 October 2018, the Arab Theatre
Institute and Mauritanian Theatre Federation
launched the inaugural edition of the National
Festival of Theatre in Nouakchott, the capital of
Mauritania. This year’s festival was titled “Ould
Samir” in tribute to the late theatrical actor
Ibrahim Ould Samir, who headed the Shurouq
Theatrical Society in Mauritania.

The festival, which took place over one week, was
part of a series of efforts made by the Ministry of
Culture to empower dramatists in exercising
creativity during times of want, according to a
statement released by Mohamed Ould Cheikh,
Minister of Cultural and Craft (Ministére de la
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Culture et de I'Artisanat), who described the
festival as a dream that had eluded generations of
Mauritanian dramatists but which has finally
become a reality. Festival organisers made specific
mention of the significant material and technical
support provided by the Sharjah-based Arab
Theatre Organisation, which has offered resources
to the Mauritanian Theatre Federation since 2011
and enabled it to organise training courses and
theatre festivals.

For more details about the festival, click here.
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Iraq: Babylon Back on World Heritage List
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) has approved the
possibility of including the ancient city of Babylon
in its World Heritage List, according to the Iraqi
Ministry of Culture, Antiquities and Tourism. This
approval comes after years of work and restoration
of many buildings and archaeological sites,
including most prominently the Ishtar Gate, the
Temple of Ninmah, and the Nabish Khari Temples.
UNESCO will be sending experts to assess the file,
according to Dr Raad Alawi, the caseworker for the
ministry.

Babylon lies 90km south of Baghdad and is 9.56
km?in area. The city has been listed on the World
Heritage List since 1935. In 2009, UNESCO said that

US and Polish forces which participated in the
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Performance-Art-Theatre/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-215309199296365/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Performance-Art-Theatre/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-215309199296365/

invasion of Iraq in 2003 had caused serious and
irreparable damage to the remains of Babylon.
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Tunisia: Statement Condemns Blocking of Mehdi
Barsaoui Production

Cinemas and Distributors and the Tunisian
Filmmakers’ Union issued a statement condemning
the government’s attempts to impede the
production of Mehdi Barsaoui’s film The Son due to
its inclusion of a scene in which the ISIS flag is
allegedly raised.

The statement read, “We strongly condemn the
production of the film A Son, directed by Tunisian
filmmaker Mehdi Barsaoui and produced by
Cinetelefilms...[as it] runs contrary to the spirit of
the Constitution.

“This act has forced us to question whether the
Governor of Kébili, [Sami] Ghabi, is acting in
accordance with Tunisia's laws and institutions, or
if he can control his personal opinions and desires.
We must point out that the proper filming licenses
were obtained from the Ministry of Cultural Affairs
in accordance with relevant laws and that the
production has been funded in part by the state.
“This act encroaches upon the revolution’s most
important victory: freedom of expression. It also
harms the film sector and Tunisian and foreign
actors. It does not encourage representation and
actively diminishes the credibility and reputation of

On 10 October 2018, the Union of Independent '
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our country, harming innovation and tourism in
general.

“We condemn these practices strongly, call upon
executive and legislative authorities to deter this
kind of practice, and consider this precedent to be
a serious threat to the Constitution of the
Republic.”
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Arab Ministers of Culture Gather in Egypt

Under the auspices of His Excellency
w.Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi

President of the Arab Republic of Egypt
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On 14 and 15 October 2018, Cairo hosted the 215t
Conference of Arab Ministers of Culture in
collaboration with the Arab League Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organisation (ALECSO). The
main theme of the conference was “Arab Cultural
Projects in the Face of Current Challenges”; the
conference itself was titled “Jerusalem is
Palestinian.”

The conference agenda included general
discussions on a range of topics, including the
cultural situation in the Arab world, preparations
for the Arab Cultural Summit and the cultural
heritage of Arab countries under current
circumstances. Additionally, participants discussed
the latest developments in Palestine and
Jerusalem, mechanisms implementing the Arab
Decade for Cultural Rights scheduled to take place
between 2018 and 2027, a strategy for the Arabic
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language, and prospects for enhancing joint
cultural work in light of changes and challenges
across the Arab region.

To read more, please click here.
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Jordan: Reading for All Festival Launched Despite
Publishing Tax
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The Jordanian Ministry of Culture launched the 12t
annual Reading for All Festival, part of the
Jordanian Family Library project, on 7 October
2018. According to government sources, the
festival sought to make books available at for
minimal rates, with prices ranging between 25 and
35 piastres (approx. $0.50) each, in order to
contribute to increased awareness levels and
cultivate better artistic tastes among Jordanians.
The festival saw the distribution of 178,000 copies
of 52 titles and stories on heritage, Jordanian
history, Arab and Islamic heritage, Jordanian
literature, Arab and international literature,
children's literature, thought, civilisation, science,
public culture and the arts.

The Ministry of Culture bore the cost of printing
and distributing the books, in addition to costs
imposed by intellectual property rights.

To read more, please click here.

Bpdc Al 8yeall Culillad duia,Y) 48R 559 callal

G 7 as i) 5 2K mueall 3ol (ol
Alyy salad Gy (lasgd) oans 2018 gt /JsY)
nlgll B s ol G ey sl S il
Jal o ‘(é‘)ﬂi sy cuai Jlgs) Wi 35-25 (o
sl Al AL el Yy ool (s ady b Aaalindl
L381S A Y 5y ol

O Ulsie 52 3 das (il 178 ape glaseal doiy
Gl Jgia (8 Glegiagall degite paailly Sl
SISy ad) Sl A il
astally Bliaslly Sally JUakY) Galy gallally oyl ¥
csidlly dala) A3l

) ALYl aaigiy QLS dells ZalSs A8 8)))5 JeaTis
SASall ALl Ggaa Ly Al A<l

L Laacal) sy el 3



http://www.arabcp.org/page/1064
http://www.arabcp.org/page/1070
http://www.arabcp.org/page/1065
http://www.arabcp.org/page/1071

International Call for candidatures (deadline 27
November) - UNESCO renews its 2005
Convention Expert Facility

©Emanuele Cidonelli
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UNESCO is launching a call for expression of
interest for the renewal of its Expert Facility aimed
at supporting capacity development initiatives for
the implementation and promotion of the 2005
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

UNESCO is looking for experts who have a proven
knowledge/experience of the 2005 Convention,
solid experience of carrying out technical
assistance in developing countries, and
professional experience in the field of cultural and
creative industries relating to areas such as :
institutional organization of creative sectors;
development and implementation of overall
policies, strategies, regulatory frameworks for the
creative sectors; implementation of international
cooperation projects; financing; developing and
strengthening a specific sector (e.g., publishing,
visual arts, film, music, copyright and related
rights, etc.); data collection in the cultural and
creative sectors (SeeCall and Application Form).
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https://en.unesco.org/creativity/sites/creativity/files/2018-expert_facility-call_for_interest.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/files/2018-expert-facility-application-form
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/partnerships/expert-facility
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/sites/creativity/files/2018-expert_facility-call_for_interest.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/files/2018-expert-facility-application-form
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We Need Cultural Rights for All - Basma El Husseiny
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INTERNATIONAL AWARD
UCLG - MEXICO CITY - CULTURE 21

WINNER
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BASMA EL HUSSEINY

WE NEED CULTURAL RIGHTS FOR ALL

Cultural activist Basma El Husseiny was the recent
recipient of the International Award UCLG - Mexico
City - Culture 21, a prize awarded annually to leading
figures in cultural work whose contributions have
played a prominent role in linking culture to
development.

The following is the article Basma El Husseiny wrote
upon receiving the award.

The cliché that the world has become a small
village due to advances in communications
technology is usually used to manifest how human
beings are today more connected than ever,
especially with the

widening use of social media. | argue that despite
of the great progress in communications over the
past century, and also the major positive shift in
awareness and consciousness that resulted in the
creation of the first universal ethical code that is
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the
ensuing structures and agreements that seek to
put it into effect; despite these huge
achievements, we see today a very divided world
in terms of the distribution of wealth and access to
basic services. It is also important to note that
despite the increased virtual connectivity, physical
mobility across countries has become more
difficult than ever with the restrictions imposed by
rich countries against incoming visitors from
poorer countries.
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http://www.arabcp.org/page/1075

To read more, please click here.
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The ARCP website was launched as part of the "Cultural Policy” programme led by the organisation Culture Resource (Al Mawred Al Thagafy)
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